Gaelscoil na Lochanna
Cód iompair/ Code of Behaviour Policy
The Irish version of this policy is available from the office and it is the Irish version that takes precedence in the case of any discrepancy in translation.
In this policy, an effort has been made, not only to describe the rules we adopt, but in a deeper way, to desribe the way we relate to one another in our school. We, the school community, put emphasis on good behaviour between us all, with the hope and aim that the children of this school will learn to internalise good behaviour. We want to create and cement an atmosphere that is friendly and cooperative. 
We want to implement a code of behaviour that will guarantee for all of us a safe and happy life as members of the community of Gaelscoil Na Lochanna.
Principles:
· The code is for all the school community. It encompasses the way we all relate to each other (teachers, parents, children, visitors).
· We put a high and constant emphasis on promoting the self esteem of each child.
· Lessons drive the day- The school is a place of learning and teaching. When the emphasis is on the learning and teaching, less time is spent dealing with behaviour issues.
· This policy recognises, that any effort to promote good behaviour or tackle misbehaviour, is most effective when the school and the home work together.
· We will endeavour always to be consistent and fair with each and every child.
· The school will put its emphasis on promoting good behaviour rather than stopping bad behvaiour.
· In the case of misbehaviour, the school recognises that the best way to deal with it is.
1. To emphasise the behaviour that should be displayed as opposed to continuously referring to misbehaviour displayed.
2. To deal with the child, keeping the whole picture of that child in mind.
In the school
“We use Irish here”
This is the most important rule of the school. Irish in the classrom, in the yard and Irish when we meet. To promote this rule in the school, the staff of the school will use a range of tactics;
· immersion education
· effective lessons to teach Irish language and vocabulary
· enticement and encouragement to use Irish
· awarding of prizes when children make effort to use Irish
· keeping a class chart or something similar to record/reward children using Irish in the classroom
· celebrate the use of Irish in the school .ie. Displaying a photo of Gaeilgeoir na Seachtaine 
· helping children with difficulty adapt to speaking Irish
· basing school-life on things Irish (ie. Cultural aspects, music, sport, art....)
We expect to introduce a rule for speaking Irish (riail na Gaeilge) at first class level (or earlier).
Other school rules:
We are mannerly and friendly towards one another
We keep our school clean
We tell the truth.
In the classrroom
Using Irish is the first rule inside the classroom “Gaeilge gach nóiméad” Irish every minute (except during English lesson.
Some other Classroom rules (examples)
· We are nice to each other here.
· We stay in our seats.
· To speak, I will put up my hand and wait for my chance to talk.
· When the teacher is speaking, we will listen
· We keep our room neat and tidy.
· We are always honest.
In each class there will a reward system and a system of sanction at the class teacher`s discretion.
Rewards may include:
· Verbal/written encouragement and praise(.i. leabhar órga)
· Notification to parents
· Certificate of merit
· Written record in school files for exceptional behaviour
· Exemption from homework
· Responsibilties in school
· Special privileges
· Small rewards
Sanctions may include:
· The pupil is made aware of the fact that his/her misbehaviour is unacceptable
· The pupil may receive a verbal reprimand from the teacher
· Parents may be notified
· Badly presented work may have to be redone

· The seating arrangements in class may be changed

· A pupil may be temporarily separated from the class group.

It is the class teacher that decides the tactics to promote good behaviour. (ie. Putting the focus on teaching and learning, group charts for stars/stickers, hanging up class rules, praising the good behaviour rather than emphasising the bad, constant encouragement and praise, promoting the notion of “improving” behaviour).
Attendance/Punctuality
It is very important that good practices regarding attendance and punctuality are established in the school. If a child is out or late, they miss out and it disrupts the class. In these cases, and if a child must leave school early, a note explaining the reason should be sent to the class teacher. The school keeps records of attendance ( Education Act, 1998) and keeps records of punctuality.
School Uniform
The full and proper school uniform should be worn by each child. (exceptions .ie. Shorts in weather too hot for long trousers)
Línte
In the interests of safety, the children are put in lines to move about the school .ie to/from the yard, in/out classrooms.
Communication in school
We want to establish and sustain a strong system of communication within the school community. Included in this, is the school phone, letters home, newsletters, web texts, school websites and all our dealings with one another. 
Official parent-teacher meetings will be held in November every school year to discuss the progress in school of each child.
A class teacher may arrange other meetings with parents if deemed necessary. 
A parent wishing to meet with a class teacher must arrange an appointment convenient to both parent and teacher. Unscheduled meetings during the school day cannot be entertained.
In the yard
The children will be taught some yard games and no rough play will be allowed.
In the case of misbehaviour in the yard, a child may be removed to the side for a period.
Written reports of serious school yard incidents will be kept in a school book. In the case of serious incidents of misbehaviour the teacher will inform the Principal and/or the child`s parents when deemed necessary. The school yard book will be kept in the school and if a child`s name is deemed to be in the book too often, the class teacher may request a meeting with a parent to discuss the misbehaviour and seek ways to correct the misbehaviour.
Final Statement
This policy should be read alongside the anti-bullying policy of the school. (to be issued)
It is not in words alone that this policy is to be adopted, but in our actions.
It is necessary to review this policy every year (especially in our new developing school).
