Gaelscoil na Lochanna 
Enrolment Policy
This is a translation of the school’s “Polasaí Iontrála”.  In case of discrepancies, please revert to original version as Gaeilge.
1. The foundation of our enrolment policy is equality of access. Children will not be refused a place in the school on the grounds of race, special educational needs, disability, language or dialect, gender, political or religious values or opinions, family background or social class. 
2. The Board of Management of Gaelscoil na Lochanna recognises the right of parents to enrol their children in their choice of school. At the same time the Board is responsible for the welfare of the school community, especially the welfare of children already enrolled in the school. Every application must be judged fairly, upholding natural rights and seeking to benefit children in the school and applicant children. 
3.
The Board of Management sets the upper limit on numbers in each class, taking into 
account recommendations of the Department of Education and Science in relation to 
average class sizes and depending on the resources made available by the 
Department to the Board.
4.  Children will be accepted into a Junior Infant class provided that there is suitable accommodation for a class. Priority will be given on the following basis:
· Sons and daughters of school staff. 
· Brothers and sisters of pupils in the school already or of past pupils.
· Children from Irish speaking families.
· Sons and daughters of past pupils.
· Children who have attended Naíonraí, recognised by the Coiste Réamhscolaíochta.
· If a child has not reached his/her 4th birthday by the 1st of March (prior to starting school), older children will have priority.
· When children have reached their 4th birthday by the 1st of March (prior to starting school), priority will be given on the basis of earliest registration date.
· Children from the catchment area of the school.
· A child who is offered a place but who asks before the end of June to postpone for a year, will have their application reconsidered the following year, retaining their original registration date.
· A child who is offered a place but asks for a year’s postponement after the end of June, will be regarded as a new applicant the following year.
5. Children can be accepted into other classes if there is space available. Before being offered a place, the child will be interviewed by the principal and class teacher – with an emphasis on the child’s standard of Irish – to ascertain whether the child will suit the school and the school will suit the child.
6. 
During the school year, children who move from another area or another school will 
be accepted according to the rules of the Department of Education and Science and 
the guidelines of this enrolment policy, and in cooperation with other schools.
7. Parents who wish to enrol their child in Gaelscoil na Lochanna must complete an application form and submit it to the school, along with a copy of the child’s birth certificate.  
8. The names of children who have submitted application forms and birth certificates will be placed on a waiting list. 
9. An information night will be organised for prospective parents before the end of the school year.  
10. New Junior Infants will be invited to spend some time in the school before the end of the preceeding school year so that they will be familiar with the school environment. 
11.
Children with special educational needs will be facilitated, depending on the 
resources made available to the Board of Management by the Department of 
Education and Science.
12.
Pupils who enrol in Gaelscoil na Lochanna must cooperate and support school policies. 
13.
As with other Gaelscoil na Lochanna policies, this policy has been formulated under 
the provisions of the Education Act and the rules governing national primary schools, 
and in sympathy with the ethos of the school. Policies may be added to or amended 
by the Board of Management from time to time. 
